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SPIRIT OF THE PRESS.

EDITORIAL OPINIONS OF THR LRADING JOURNALD
UFON OURAENT TOPIOR-—DOMPILED RYERY
PAY FOR THE EVENING YHLEGRAFWL

Republionn Almpg.
Promithe N, Y, Natiem,

There oan ba but little gunestion now of the
way in which the redonstruction process, us
Congress has arranged it, will end. By hook
or by urook the Southern States will vome into
the Union under it, and for the most part they
will be brought fu by Radical hands, The
peéw oonatitutions will, of vonrse, meet Con-
groasional requirements, and then all will Le
dona for the Sonthern negro that the Rapubli
can party at the North has }ll'ﬂ].tn.«r--l to do by
direct legiaistion. We pnt aside the solemeof
eatablishing each oolored head of a family on a
forty-nore farm ma ous which the party, asa
party, Lins never serionsly entertained, though
:-;-nu_- of "its leadera may have talked of it.
Whatever I8 to ba done, if anything is to be
done, towards the betler distribation of landed
property at the South, will have to be done by
Staln logiglation. Whe ure gottiog further and
further sway evory day (rom the poasibility of
Oongress undertaking any such job. Thers
will still remain the task of abolishing the
pdions digcrimination against negroes at the
North by which the legislation of several
Bates is suill disgraced.

We fear the opportunity of accomplishing
Lhis sp eedily has, a8 we pointed ont last week
passed away for the present, but we ars satis.
fied, nevartheless, that the abuse will not be
of very long duration. It cannot last nuder
the battery of & free press and a fres platform.
The arguments by which the Ohio Repubili
cank defend their opposition to it at the late
election show that it cannot last very long,
for they show that it rests simply on ignorancs
or prejudice, If it appearsd that there was
oy priucipls of government to which the body
of the peoplo are deeply attached violated by
the admisaion of the negroes to the polls, wa
fhould look forward toalong and doubtfal
Blroggle. Dut wlen there is nothing better to
be said against it than that people disliks or
cegpise “‘niggers,” or that “‘this is a white
man's government,” we know that its trinmph
is not vary far distant,

But supposing, then, “aqual sulfrags’ esta
blished all over the country—the millenninm
would still be to come. There are abuundant
indications on all sides of us that many good
people are not of this opinion. The fizht
against oaste and privilege and inequality ba-
fore the law has been so bitter, the prize on
whioch the Republican party is at lnst setting
its hands seems so splendid and has sesmed s0
remote, that peopls have naturally enongh
worked thewselves up into the belief that,
ones it is attained, most of the ills by which
the body politic is affected will soon disappear.
The balﬂu duriug the Iast two years has beon
congtantly spoken of a3 if it wera a kind of
panacea, as if we had only to give it to persons
of the male and female sex, not lunatics or
criminals, in order to sne the Golden Age

return, to see the thorny path of pro-
Fress, along which the vrace has thus
ar stroggled  with  bleeding  foet, swd-

denly converted into a path of lowers, in which
“‘toil of heart and knees and haods' will ba
no longer necessary. Of course we do not
mean to affirm that if auy individunl Ra-
publican were asked privately whether he
thought impartial suflrags would bring back
the Golden Age, he would not laugh the idas to
soorn. Bot we do not hesitate to afliem that
there has been widely diffased throagh the
ranks of the party 8 vagne notion that, the
ballot once seoured for all, we should find onr-
gelves on ‘‘the shining table-lands,’” whare
guestions of government wounld give us no
more trouble, where every man would know
his duty and do it, and the knaves and op-
resgora would fade into nothingness. We go
urther, and afirm that this notion, vague
thovgh it bas been, has done much towards
creating and jostering the recklessness and
oarslessness in the management of the
party, the indifforence of good men to the cor-
ruption and jobbery and humbug which have
brought on it ita recent reverses, and which
render its success in this State still doubtful,
If the conviction that the bLallot is, after all,
but & means toan end; that in the haods of
ignorant men it is but a meaps of defense aud
of education; that, like auny other power, it
may be nesd for good as well as for evil: and
that the canss of all bad government in all
and all nations has been the ignoranco of
masé of the people, had been genernl, we
should not have witnessed the squandering of
resources, the waste of enthusiasiu, of devo.
tion, aud of numbers during the post two
yoari which have brought the party inlo its
present difficulties.

It is, however, becanse we do not balisve the
mission of the Republivan party to bs siuply
the work of reconstruction, or the establish-
ment of universal suffrage; becanse we dn
believe that even if the organization should
under its present name disappear, when these
ends have been accomplishied, it will reappear
with bul very littls change in its elenients
under another; that it i= now, and must re
main by whatever name it may be known, the
party of progresa—the party which will sesk
to govern men through their reason rather
than through their prejudices, their appstites,
or their selfisbness: the party of order, of
education, of peace, and of national honesty
the pasty through whioh good and patriotic
men will bave to bring their conviotions to
bear on public affaira—that we rejoics in its
Buccesses; aod shoonld mourn ils  recent
reverses mors {f we did not feal that thay will
prove the wmeans of purifying it and inorens-
ing its efficienoy.

But it must get rid of the notion at once
and for ever that universal suffrage is a cure-
all, and that when it has secured this its work
Is over. I work will never be over whils
there are such things as koavery or corrnp
tion in politics; while there is a “singla it of
legislation necded t0 advance the eommon
weal, & singls law on the statate-book which
koeps people from being as happy or as Pros-

rous a3 they wight buif it were not there

b is mot the party of “eqaal suflraee ' or of
any other political pill or tonie; it in?'hl-- arty
of government, of virtpe, ky ;.“‘15.1..,;
and understandiog. b

The Democratic party will not L
In any good sense of the word, Yoouserva-
tive'' party, a party atriving to keep things
fixed either through caution or throogh a sen.
timental attaohment to the past. Now that
glav is gone, there i3 no time-hooored
abuse loft for the lovers of old things to rally
round. There is nwo objection here, as there
is in Xurops, on the part of any class of
the community to frequent legislative changes,
po love of suoclent ways as  apclent; all
parties are almost equally fond of change and
equally ready to try experiments in govern-
ment. The Demoorats are not, therefors, the
equivalénts of the Eoropean Torles or “‘Junk-
ura,'’  The party whioh the J)lny of prograss
will Lhere alwaye flud opposed to it will be &
party compoged of the most dguorant and most

hareafter,

vicious slements fn the community, led by
men fond of power, and anxions to ose the
vied and jgnorapce apd degradation of their
followors fu order to attain it, aod clamoriog
for much govermment or little govermment,
for lnterferencs or non-interference, for hon
esty or repudiation, for movement or for re
pose, a8 may seem most lkely to geatify the
passions or the preindices of the rank and
file. ‘T'ooall this party “Conservative’ {¢ to
degrads a term which some of the parest aod
best wen in the world | ave, amidst many er
rors and many delnsions, ennobled by thuir
sell-gaorifice, their and
plety.

If this bo a troe view of the ends for which
the Republican party exists, it muast, in ordaer
1o do its duty, discard at onoe the [dan that

enthinginsm, their

it may or must use the same Means that the
Détocratic party hiag been in the bhabit of
using. As it rests on the moral and religions

sentiment of the community, and as it is to
thie sentiment that it mnst always address
itgell, it must give np tha idea of copying
Demwocratic  metliods, Democratio disgoipline
and orgunization, s means must, in a word,
be noble as well ae its alms, It must abandon
the Democratio plan of throwing dust in the
people’s eyes; of treating voters as {f they
were children, of trying to perdnads ll-'“[li.l:,
like Macaulay's Bralimin, that a mangy dog
15 & fine shieep, fit to snorifice to the gods; it
must give up all forms2 of humbog: it must
not, for instanos, try to bamboozle poor Irish

men by aflecting to belisye the Feniang a
belligerent  power, and passing sham
voler of sympathy with *‘the lIrish re.
publie;'"" it nrust not  affect to believe

that men can work eight honrs and yot be
entitled to as much wages ns if they worked
tem; it must wot pretend to believe that every
male voter i8 a perfect judge of measures and
men; that it makes no differsnce what a candi-
date’s character or antecedents may be, pro-
vided he s “sound” on the suffraga or ths
tewperance or the Sunday guestion, or on any
olhier question; it must not allect to consider a
judge’s character and learning to be oonsidera-
tions of less importance than his political
opinions; it must not, for instance, solemnly
pretend to believe such a person aa Judge
Upderwood *an emlightened jurist,” simply
becanse he hates Rebels; it must give up pre-
tending to consider the conclusions of human
reagon to be no obstacles to the gratifiontion of
anything on which enthusinsm or passion may
have set Iita heart, and, above all, it mnst
make the character of public men the firat,
and their knowledge the second, qualilioation
for oflice, Mr, Blevens is just now abusing it
for its "‘want of courage.”! We prasume e
means by this its fallnre to take' some
more ‘' advanced” and lesa  defenszible
position; some position whish would bid londar
defiance to the teachings of expsrience and
principles of human nature than any he lhas
yot been able to urge it into. We, too, think
itis want of courage that has brought it to
grief; but it is not the kind of conrags he has
in his mind; it is the conrage to discard base
arts and crooked ways and mean complianous:
the courage to trust everything to hnmanity,
the consclence, the good sense, and the love of
truth aud justice of the American paople, and
nothiog whatever to “management’’ and ohi-
cane and balderdash. Some of the sages who
Lave had charge of it have Leen ull along
under the delugion that if they only shouted
loud enongh for “equal rights” it made no
difference how many knaves got office, and
how much humbug they embodied in speeches
and resolutions; but they are gradually
awakening from it. There are already strong
indications  that the men of influence are
finding out what the matter
is. The New York Tribuns—and
we refer to it not becanse we wish to cast any
gpecinl blame on it for recent reverses, but
becsause it is the most inflasutial journal of the
party—is dofug now what, had it been done a
‘ear or two years ago, would, we verily ha-
iove, have preventsd these reverses—warning
the “legislative jobbers' off the course, and
adviging voters not slmply to “seratoh’ bat
to “bolt,” not simply to strike bad names off
the party ticket but to put good ones on it
in other words, to make the getting of good
wen into office the first of party aims; and
this it evidently does in the belief, which is
and always has been ours, that in no way
can the Republican party secure so long a
tenure of power, so thoroughly root itself in
the confidence of the peopls, as by showing
that it considers vietory at the polls not a
blesging but a curse if it has been won through
}.rm-vnava Which harden the popunlar heart,
lunt the popular conscience, or provide
kpaves with the reward of their hypocrisy.
We sincerely trust that now that they arae
shaking off the delnsion that they must swal-
low nominations whole, the Repnblicans of
this State and elsewhers will show that thay
Lave clearer views of what the functions and
vilue of the party are than many of their
leaders, and that they will, while saving their
consciences, give it thelr hearty support.

The Presidentinl Question -The Conli=
lon Against General Grant,
From the IV, ¥, Hevald,

There geems 10 ba a common an terstanding
and a sort of ocoalition among radicals and
Copperheads, Chase Republicans, and Seywmonr
and Fendleton Democrats, to kill off General
brant us & Presidentinl candidate. Nor is
there any mystery in this strunge alllance.
With the nomination of General G ant as Lhe
“l']"ll]lht'iill candidate, the issue of Lhe Prasi-
dential elootion is a foregona conoluslon, Jix
vepting, perhaps, Delaware, Maryland, and
Kentacky, Grant would the
couutry, North, Houth, East, and West,
resnll wonld be the same with one

pWeep whole

The
opposition
candidate or a dozen such candidutes in the
fight, There would not be the ghost of a

uhanoe for Seymonr, Pendlston, or M W lellan,
mnuing siogly or all togetber. This i well
nnderstood by the Democratic leaders, Henoe

I.hl'.\' Are rlhill.:_, and will llﬂ, all llll'\'"';i.ll Lo put
Grrant on the shell and put Chase intp ';|1‘-,
foregronnd as the Republican candidate, With
Chiase in the flgld, and Grant set aside, the
campaign will be fought, not upon the grand
achievements and high clafws of the man npon
tha gratitude of & gratelul people, but upon the
principle which he represeuts, Thus, against
the uuiversal negro suffiage and Sonthern
negro snpremacy schewes, and against the
finuneial policy and principlea of Mr. Chasa
the Dewmocrats, with Chase’s nominatioy, will
wake their fight in the nomination of Seytuour
or Pemdleton, and the Repnblicans will have
10 ment them on these issues, The glories of
the war will be thrown out of the can vass, and
thus shors of their locks of samson, the e
ﬁ;{::{]‘t"i':;::HW}ll ln]n rednced to the level of the
1 for . .4 4

ol 't‘l:uir prinuipt;:.h strength will be only that
ae ex . -
leaders 1y i::: ":’I;ﬁ: ruu".ll ’:ii :;lyl lolo :ill.l ':)fl ,: lmm:?: y
and to bring Mr, Chase iuto the ldw lz‘
Republic standard-be e 9
learned, ot on Arar,  They have
o ot OBly from the popularity of Gen
Juokson, but from gl of  (ienaral 1 !
and General Taylg T Msrrison

r, W
f;w; and they also know " °{m:n Z'.'J.f' o

denry Clay, that the most df'“ﬂsnlahudaum.

wman, of whom everything 1 known, may be

defented by a gooond-ate obeotra politieian if
put on a popular platform. The Chase Motion,
howaever, bellove in the discipline of the
publican party, and that, with his negro po-
litieal system in the South, aud with his finin-
oial system, inoluding his lsgion of national
banks in the North and his bondholders, Le
bus the machinery for holding the Republican
elements toguther, And 8o the Chase Republi
UABS Ara as anxions as the Seymonr Demo-
arats of New York, or the Pendleton Demo-
vrals of Ohifo, te shelve Gensral Grant.

The Chase mauvagers and bankers of tha
New York Republican ¢amp are working ks
beavers to reverse, in onr November sleotion,
the tremendous Oolober verdiot of
sgainit Chase and Lis universsl panacea of
nuiversal and immediate negro suffeage. Thioy
hold that Mr, Chase 8 not respounsible for
their Ohio disaster, and that Mr. Pendlaton’s
convenient proposition for payiog off the na.
tionnl bondholders in greenbacks had muach to
do with the Increass of the Democratic vote in
Ohio. Rut the approaching elsction in Now
York will ::-t'. congliasive one WAy Or Lhe olher,
on this Chase platform of uaniversal negro
suilrnge and Southern negro supremney. The
congurvative Grant Bepnblicans, therefors, can
gettle the guestion on Tus aday next in favor
of their cavdidate, by simply letting the
Chase men fight out the battle for themsel ves;
for, while the logs of Naw York to the Rapulb
Honng, after all their other logses thia fall, will
leave them no alternative butl General Grant,
it is altogether probable that if they save New
York, the result will turn the seals in favor of
[‘1!.'1'\!‘.

in

them New York, and then, as Mr.
Chiase and his engineers have possession of the
Bepuldican machinery, we apprehend that
Genernl Grant will be shelved; we gnesa that,
sptisfied with his present desirable position,
e will consent to stand aside in favor of
Chage; aud if so, we way, between Chase and
Seymounr, or Uhage and Pendleton, prepars for
one of the most exciting, sharply contestod,
and unesrtain Presidential campaigne since
that of 1544 between Clay and Polk.
et oot Shaisaley
< Repudiating Dodges,
From the N. Y. Tribune.

The Herald HAYySi—

“No sensibla person pronoses, we suppose, to
isgue two lhousand mlilious of Government
money atd pay ofl the debt At onece with that'

—Yes; George H, Pendleton doeg propoze
jngt that. IHewry Clay Dean proposes it.
Vallandigham proposes it, Every Western
Copperbead of any account propoaes it.  Aud
yon are deceiving your readers when you
aseert that they do not.

The Hevald continnes:—

“What Is meant by paying in greonbroks
Is Lo kerp ns much of tnat carrency afloal as
tng counlry cnn ressenably bear, and by po
menns to contraet the present amonnt (UL all
ur a largs portion of the debt be lHgoidated.
I'iat is the proposition, aud that, we think, 18
whnt the cotntry will come to, And what lo-
jastice would be done® Whoe would bas in-
Jured? Nearly all of Lhe bondholders wonld be
pald miore than they gave for the bonds, ™

—1ere is the old game of sedling the dalt,
which Hamilton put his foot omin 1700. A
man walks up to the Treasury and says, **Mr.
Treasurer, hera is the promise of ths United
States to pay #1000 to bearer on demand; [
want the money.'" “Well, here iz 3465, re-
gponds the Treasurer: “it 12 nll that the bond
cost you," If this iso't the auswer of a suoun-
drel, then there never was a soonndrsl.

—To determine how muoh greenback onr-
rency ‘‘the country can regsonably bear,”’ we
dhould resume and thereafler maintain specie
payment. Then, if the country wants
FAO0 00, U0, or FHU0, OO0, DO, or n[‘j_’lllllﬁilli'lr(hlll
of greenbnoks, it will iloat that amonnt; all
that are not needed in Lusiness will be sent in
for redemption.

God's Denlings withh Natlonws,
From the N. Y, Independont,

That pepally waits upon crime, and that
punishment sooner or later overtalkes the
guilty, was no revelation of Moses or of Christ,
The experience of mankind had taught them
this truth long before the thnnders of Sinai
or the milder effulgence of the Mount of
Olives. The heathen typifled the truth and
evoked divinities oul of their lmaginations,
whom they invested with this oflice of chas-
tisement. Horace, in his sweetest and saddest
strains, tells how Terror and Vengeance em-
bark in the Leaked trireme with their vio-
tims, and how gloomy Carl mounts behind
the swiftest horseman. But the ancients did
not folly apply this philosophy to men col-
lected into nations, nor understand that the
same law of penalty governs the fate of em-
piree as well as of individuals. And the
moderns, with all the light of a puver religion,
and all the experience of the elder world,
have not more than half discerned this preg-
uant truth.

Nutions have always deemad themselves
wizser than Omniscience and mightier than
OUmnipotence, and have endeavored to baild
themeelves on injustioe and wrong., And,
though they may have seemed to flourish for
a season, the divine jnstics has always over-
taken them at last, Passing by the ancient
nations, thongh they are most sigual examples
of this order of Providence, lét us glance at
the modern world, Two centuries ago Spain
was the terror of Enrope, the leading power of
the world; and now where is sha! Abjact,
degraded, the pest of her own peopls aud the
scorn of all other nations. The Ingaisition
and her colonial policy acconnt for it all—for
these were injustics and cruelty organized into
institutions, Two hundred years ago what

(iive

seemed more established forever than the
Bourbons in  France’ A desgpolism, the
most abasolute and perfect that the world

Liad ever seen, had been consolidating itself
for two centuries and more, and it looksd a8
il It ust endure forever. DBuat the breath of a
handful of enoyolopedists, and play-writers,
aud pamphletesrs Dlow the mighty fabri
down—their strénglh  provesding from the
contempt of human rights on which that
lnbric rested. And what saved UEogland,
whose medieval Institutions wers oven loss
frée than those of France, exonpting thal '._lw
wisdow of Ellot, and Vane, and Syduey dis-
cerned the true rmle of liberty and jostice, for
the supremacy of wlich they labored and
digd ?  And fu the exact proportions that that
rule was adbered to Lasg Kogland hean grest
and prosperous, Aud it s to her devia'ions
from it that shie owes most of hier wars and all
her intes fue distresses, from Jacobitism down
to Fenianlsm,

The present Bonaparte, too, fs fast learn-
ing how vain it is to attempt to erect an
lwperial pyramid by placing it on its apex
and propping it up with bayonets, Haviog
waded ugh slanghter to hia throns, aud
endeavored 1o etrangthen and perpetuate it
by ivjustio, and violence and fraud, at home
nud abroad, it seems now as if he would re-
oeive the punishment of his orimes in his own
diy and generation. His interfurence in the
afiairs of olher natiens, from those of Turkey
to those of Mexivo, have come to nanght, His
apparent suoessses have bailt up a rival nation
iu Italy, and smbittered the nation he unin-
tentionally oveated through his attempt to
waintain the Fope asa peace-offering to the
prioits and pesssmbry of Francs. And unow

]

tle Eldest Son of tha Chareh has had to ohoode |
between fighting with Italy to uplold the |
temporal power, with Praasia watohing to |
muks har opportunity of his extromity, or for
feiting the superatitions support of the fgno
rant masses of Francs led by the priests, [x-
ceasive taxation and a grinding consoription
#lone can keep him on ﬁi:« throns, and it will
take but a slight tum of affairs to make them
the instruments of his fall. The vondition of
the Pope and of Victor Emanusl himseslf might
be easily shown 1o be but inevitable complion-
tions arising from the endeavor to ast aside
the laws of Giod in their dealings with theiy
eubjects and other nations,

We are oursalves no obsonrs exampls of the
truth of this dootrine, We, too, sndeavorad
to build up our own prosparity and geonre onr
Own peace on the sacrifloe of the righits and
happiness of men a8 pood as ourselves, We
thought by consenting with tyrants to be par
witted Lo enjoy a part of their plander of the
poor. And for a while we seemed to sucoeed.
But at lnst He who said “ Vengeance {8 ming'’
bared his arm and avenged Hig poor. W |
pald dearly in the blood of our first-born and
in the gpoiling of our goods for our refusing to
let this people go. And we have resson to
hope that our chiaatisement*has had the aileot,
in some good measnre, which the divins chaa-
tisements are  designed to produce. - Wa |
have, under the sternest ocompulsion of |
Providence, retraced onr steps, and begun
doing the justice to our fellows which wa
should have done ninety years ago. Had
our fathers laid the ohains of their captives
on the cormer-stone of their new ediflce, iu-
stead of offering human sacriflops upon it,
what a mighty and prosperons people wa
should have been! The ohain of our brethren
which we oconsented to hold i3 what has Leld |
ug back and kept ns down in the career of
greatness and glory. And now onr fature ia
to be shaped and colored by the wisdom witl
which we make absolate justios the naw head
of the corner of onr reconstruooted templs of
liberty, This is the struggle in which we are
now engaged, and through which we must
labor to the crowmning victory. When we
learn that it is in righteousness and justice
only that a nation can be establiched, and so
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8 Le deseribese—that this was their ideal of gov-
ernment a8 well as his—and that while they
could pot varry it out, we can and must. And
to sustain this most extraordinary and pre-
posterous pretense, Mr, Stevens pretends to
appeal to the Declaration of Independance,
We copy from his letter the following
pasgage in which his argument, if argument
it oan be called, is set forth:—

“The Constitutlon of 1780 did not carry ont the
prineipies of government which wore Lo tended

live as a pation, we shall enter on a great
career of prosperity and ftrus glory beyond
the warnmest dreams of imagination. It is
this that consecrates politica, and makes it a

religious duty to take part in them until our |

laws becomse one with the divine laws of

liberty, justice, and righteousness,
A4 B y E
e ——— e

Thaddens Stevens on the Nature of Our
Govermment—The Suffirage (Question,

From the N. Y. Tnes,

An aged statesman in relirement gometimes
wields even more influence than when aotively
engaged in the contents of public life. The
welobt and authority due to his ability and
patriotic services are enhanced by the pre-
sumption which age affords, that his opinions
are no longer affected by his pnssions, and
that selfishness and ambition have censed to
Lo among the motives whick control his judg-
ment. When Jeflerson at Monticello, and
Madison at Montpelier, and John Adams at
Quincy, were called on, after they had with-
drawn irom  political life, to give their views
as Lo the true interpretation of the Constitn-
tion, and the real intent of its framers on the
question of State rights, or the tarifl, or the
linitations of Execntive power, their replies
carried great authority to fair-minded men of
all purties, becanse they themsalves hind been
foremost among the fonuders of the Govern-
ment and the aunthors of the Constitution by
which its powers and purposes wers deflnad.

Thaddeus Stevens, at Lancaster, is trying to
follow in their footsteps. Though still involved
in the sharpest political struggles of the day,
Lis waniog lile and falling health incite him
to new modes of making his infloence felt on
the current of events; and lest he may not be
able to impreds his opinions upon the nation
frdm his geat in Congress at its coming seszion,
he has sent them forth in the form of a latter
to a German neighbor and professadly in raply
to hig request. We doubt whether it will make
a8 profound an impression on the pablic mind
as its anthor anticipates. It lacks nearly all
the qualities which gave to kindred papers
issued by the early statesmen to whom we
have referred, their great authority. Inoco-
herent in its style, loose and incounclusive in
ity argument, and unsustained by suything in
the Constitution or history of the country, it
has nothing to command for it any overshadow-
ing influence on public opinion. Even those
who have leen accustomed to regard Mr,
Stevens as a great authority in aflairs of gov-
ernment, will searcely find in this paper any-
thing to angment thier admiration. The ver
object it is intended to serve is not caleulated
to win for it the respoot which so pretentions
A dopument should command. The German
admirer, who applies to Mr. Stevens for his
“‘opinion of the present progpacts of our eoun-
try,"" does not ask whether we are coming
back more or less slowly, but surely, to the
sure foundations of our old freedom and pros-
perity—whether we are restoring the Constitn-
tion toits old supremncy aud the Union to its
old integrity, and are again rearing the strac-
ture of onr Government on the principles and
purposes of the futhers of the Republiv; what
he wants to know is “whether we uow are
lilkkely to approach BNY netrer o Wie trike princi-
ples of iberty than our fathers did, nuder their
old ond coustrained Constitntion.” Without
regard just now to the opinion of My, Stevens
ou this point, we do not think we ara! We
ghall consider the country very fortnuate if it
ever again appropches s wear to the “troa
principles of liberty’* ns did those who aohisved
our national Independence and gave ua tha
witest, best, and most perfeol constitution of
government the world Lius aver seen |

Mr. Stevens has no hesitation in giviog his
vorrespondent and the country to nnderatuud,
that he thinks we con do much better thin
our fathers did. He thinks we oan now es-
tablish & governmwent which will embody and
protect the “troe pr ih".iplu- of Hberty," much
mors perfeotly than did that one which ex-
isted, and whick still exists, nudur the Consti-
tution of 1750, And the one thing to he done
for the attainmwent of that end—the one uuvt
Ly which thig move parfect form of libsrty cnn
be secured-—is held by Mr. Btevens to be, the
sagertion and exercise by Congress of absolute
sud complete authority over the whole gues-
tion of suffrage in all the Slates—so that o |
State zhall have, Lerealter, any right or power |
to say who shall, aud who shall not, vote for
any officer, logislative or executive, in the
State or nation. That great, fundamental
right—that power which liss al the basis
Q(B all government and of all authority—is
to be denied to the States, and to ba ab-
sorbed—held absolutely and exolasively—
by the central authority of the nation.
And then and thus we shall “approach much
pearer to the true principles of liberty''
than we ever could do unuder the ‘‘old and
constrained Constitution' of our fathers |

Mr, Btevens does nol pretend that the old
Conpstitution ever permitted any suoh concen-
tration of politionl power. He cannot deny,
and in effeot be admits, that it prohibited (s
oxeroise by the Federal aathority, Bat he
maintaing that the fathers of the Republic

1y the fathers, whon In 1770 they Inid the foun-
| dation of the Government on which this na.
| tlon was Lo be bullt, Then they had been In
| spired witlh sucl o light from ou high as never
mean was Insplred with before, In the great
work of providing freedom for ths human race,
through a Goverument in which no oppression
| could nnd a resting place.

“I'hey contemplated the ereotion of a vast
emplie over this whole continent, whioh tn Its
nutlonal chatacter should be governed by luws
ol A supreme, anvarying charpoter, While
municipal Instivatlone might be granted with
#alf control, for eonvouleuce, It w .8 nover in-
tended thint one-hnlf of thls nation shonld be

overned by one set of Iaws, aud the other hnlf
E,v anotber and conilleling sel, on tne samae
subject. The law, the prlne!imlu. whioh was to
apply to the dwellers on Lthe Penobscol, was to
apply to those on the =avannah and Susgue-
hanna, else the declaration wonld have pro-
clalmed the ene—the people on the Ponobsoot
or Susquehanna—were born free und equal,
and those on Lhe Savannah with a modified
equality; that the one had Inallenable rights
amwong which was liberty: that the other bad
inallenable rights, but perfect liberty was nol
among them,

“The grand Idea of those lmmortal men was
that there were certaln rights, priviloges and
Irmmunities whioh belonged to evorﬁ belng who
had an immortal sonl, none of which should
bé taken from him, nor could he surrender
Lhem in noy arrapgesisnt with soclety, Bo os-
sential to Lthe repose of the whole community
was It Lthat every man should possess enca of
these right, privileges and ilmmunlilles, that he
was forblden by his Ureator to part with them
He eonld not sell hlmself, he conld not sall his
childron Into slavery. Ho could not sell bis
Iife for a price, MHMe¢ ¢ould not surrender the
right to pur ue his own happiness. Every at-
tempt to do s0 was nugatory. Every instra-
ment foanded on such & contract, no mabter
how solemn, no matter how hedgea aboal by
broad seals, no matter how stamped by Blate
legisintion and executlve approval, none of
these things gave Lt life, It was nulland yold;
IL was & corpse lncapable of aalmation,

"1 am speaking now of the origloal deslgn of
the framers of the Declaration of Iodepand-
ence, who had determined that thers ware oar-
tain prinelples whioh, to glve perfect lberty,
should apply alike to every mortal being,

“\Whiat are those rights, privileges, and immun-
nitlen? Without excluding others, three are
specifienlly enumerated:—Life, liberty, and the
!mratltt.ur happluess, These are uolversal and

nallenable, It follows that everyviliing neces
sary for their establlshment and defense is
wilthin thosa rights,

“Yon grant a lot or easement in the midst of
your estale, you thereby grant the right of way
101t by Ingress and egross,

“Disarm a community, and you rob them of
Lthe means of defonding life. Take away their
weapons of defense, and yon lakeaway the lu-
allenable right of defending Hberty. This brings
us now directly to the argument by which we
prove that the elective francnise s a right of
the Deolaration. and nol merely a priviiege,
Aud Is one of the rights and immunities pro-
nonneed by that! justrumentto be ‘Iuallenable,’
‘11 as our fathers declared, ‘all just govern-
ment I8 devlved from the nsseut of the goy-
erned,’ if In federal republics that assent can
be ascertained and established only througsh
the ballot, it follows that to take away Lbhat
menns of communication Is to take away from
Lthe eltizen bis freal. weapon of defenss, and re-
duee him to he glean bunljug}a. It dnprlvu him
of an inalienable vight, his clearly proves
ihat the elective franchise ranikcs with 'life" and
‘Hberty' u 118 saored Inalienable churaoter,'

Mr, Stevens thus asserts that the alactive
franchige is one of the inherent “inalisnsble
rights’ with which every human being is en-
dowed by his Creator; that any law, conatl.
tution, or compact, no watter how solemn it
may be, which deprives any human being of
that right—the elective franchise—is “‘null
and void;" aud that our fathers, who framed
the Declaration of lndependsnce aud esta-
blished our Government, haeld precisely that
view of the oase, and intended *‘the erection
of a vast empire over this whole continent
which in its national character shonld be
governed by laws of & supreme, unvarying
character,” recognizing these principles and
making them the rule of its conduot and the
foundution of its authority !

And vow we say in reply that all this is
utterly untrue. It is purely and wholly a
figment of My, Stevens® imagination. He may
entertain all these orade and absord ideas of
government, bnt the fathers of this repoblic
never did. He cannot find, in anythiog they
ever did, or ever said, auythiog 0 justify or
excuge him for impuoting to them auy suph
opinions or ideas, We defy him to the in-
guiry. He cannot support his assertions, as
to what they intended, aud as to what they
believed, by any evidence whatever, 1o point
of historfoal favk, they never had any such
ideas, either of abstraot right or of the future
destiny of this nation, The idea that yoting
wag a right—absolute and universal, or even &
right at ull, was in that day entertained no-
where, outside of a restrioted circls of speonla-
tive, closet theorists, Nota single statesman
of that age—not o single one of the men who
asserted, vindicated, and established our inde-
pendence, ever dreamed of rogarding aud
treating the suffrage as an inherent, universal
right, and of muking that theory the basig of
our form of govermment,

Equally unfounded is the assertion that
they or any of them ‘‘contemplated the erec-
tion of a vast empire over this whole counti-
vent to beé governed by suprems unvarying
lawe.” It would be dificnlt for Mr. Steveus
or anybody else to fnvent & statement more
direotly opposite to facts than this, The Lis.
tory of the country—the rocord of thelr acts
oplulous—proves its falsity. They did
not dream of a continental empire of any §ori—
the most bopefal and prophetio of tham all

éven onrry its sway across the Missi=sippl;
and as for a wation wielding a concyntrated,
central power over all its parts, exerolsin
unrestruined and absolute authority over a\ﬁ
Lhe States which crested sod were to maintain
its existeuce—the idea, if it had been Hug-
gested vyen as & possibility, would have been
gconted ns absurd, or would have uttarly
lhwlalrled all hope of formiug a Federal 1 nion
at all.

It seems inoredible that a man 8o familiar
with the faots of our history ss Mr. Stevens
ought to ba, should venture to put snch assor-
tions as these Lefore the world, He cannot
believe them to be true in any bistorlo sense.
He may think that the fathers of the repablis

ought to have held these opinions to be con-
sistent, and that, thersfore, they probably did.
But this gives him no show of warrant for as-
serting that these wera thair views, and for
thus pressing the anthority of their greal
named into their support, Sach & course of
argument is not merely unfair, it is dishonast.
Mr. Stevens might as well fulsify the dates
and events ot history, to suit his puarposa, as
to falsify the opiuious aud principles of its
public men,

Mr. Stevens thus fluds no shadow of support,
in the opinions and views of the fathers, for
Lis doctrine that the elective franchise ranks
among the “inalienabla. rights which were
proclaimed by the Declaration of Indspendence
48 belonging to every human belng, and of
which 1o human being conld be deprived by
any law, compnot, or constitution whatever,
Budh a dootring would have been soouted with
contempt by every one of the men Lo whom wa
are indebted for our independence and our
frame of government. That it s also at
variance with every prineiple of the Constitu-
tion, and at war with any form whatever of
safe and stable government, it will be very
eagy to show; but we have already exbanatud
our space.

Mr. Stevens proceeds in his letter to urge
that this “lnalienable ¥ight" of universal suf-
frage was suspended by the Coustitution of the
United States, butl that this suspension has
been now removed by the fourteenth amend-
ment to that lostroment, and that now the
whole framework of the Government must be
reconstructed on that basis. Wa shall refer
to this branch of the subject hereafter,
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